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Subject R.E. Theme  What do Christians believe Jesus did to ‘save’ people? Term 4 
 

 

What should I already know? 
 Christians believe that the Bible tells of how people can get 

back to God’s love. 

 The Gospel texts contain stories about Jesus and his teachings.  

 The New Testament contains advice for Christians about how 
to live. 

 

What should I know by the end of the unit? 
Make sense of beliefs: 

 Outline the ‘big story’ of the Bible, explaining how Incarnation and 
Salvation fit within it. 

 Explain what Christians mean when they say Jesus’ death was a 
sacrifice. 

Understand the impact: 

 Make connections between the Christian belief in Jesus’ death as a 
sacrifice and how they celebrate Holy Communion/Lord’s Supper. 

 Show how Christians put their beliefs in to practice in different ways. 
Make connections 

 Weigh up the value and impact of ideas of sacrifice in their own lives 
and the world today. 

 Articulate their own responses to the idea of sacrifice, recognising 
different points of view. 

 

How do these ideas work together? 
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What do 
 Christians believe 
Jesus did to ‘save’ 

people? Key Vocabulary 

Gospels The first 4 books in the New Testament written 
by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  They talk 
about Jesus’ life and teachings.  

Holy Week The events described in the Bible in the week 
before Jesus’ death.   

Holy Communion A Christian worship service, where bread and 
wine are declared sacred and shared with the 
congregation.  

Sacrifice The act of giving up something highly valued for 
the sake of others.  Christians believe God 
sacrificed his son, Jesus, to save mankind. 

Incarnation The Christian belief that God took human form 
by becoming Jesus. Incarnation literally 
means ‘to take on flesh’.  

Salvation The act of saving someone from evil. 

Resurrection To bring something back from the dead. 
Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead. 
 

Restoration Christians believe mankind needs to constantly 
work on their relationship with God. 

Martyr Someone that suffers persecution or death for 
their beliefs. 

 

What will I learn about? 

I will learn about: 
 The story of Adam and Eve and 

‘The Fall’ and how this leads to 
the Christian concept of ‘Original 
Sin’. 

 Christians read the ‘big story’ of 
the Bible as pointing out the 
need for God to save people. 

 The events of Holy Week.  The 
Gospels give an account of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. 

 The mainstream Christian belief 
is Jesus’ death was a sacrifice - a 
price he paid to save people 
from their sins and bring them 
back to God.  

 Christians remember Jesus’s 
sacrifice through the service of 
Holy Communion (also called the 
Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist and 
Mass). 

 Christians believe that Jesus calls 
them to sacrifice their own 
needs to the needs of others. 

 A martyr is someone suffers 
persecution or death for their 
beliefs. Ten twentieth-century 
martyrs are commemorated at 
Westminster Abbey. 

 Malala Yousufzai as a current 
day example of a person who 
stands up for what she believes 
in. 

 There are different points of 
view on the role of sacrifice in 
the world today.  

 


